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Bright
Futures
recipients
honored

Scholarships
for victims
of abuse

BY HOLLY KESTENIS

ST. PETERSBURG –
Last year, there were
111,681 domestic violence
incidents reported in
Florida alone. Even more
tragically, 192 individuals
died as a result of domestic
violence crimes.
Domestic violence affects many people in our society, and can happen to
anyone. Just ask Judy Calloway. Her daughter, Katina
Latrice Scott, was only 17
years old when she was fatally attacked by her 18year-old boyfriend.
The senseless tragedy
occurred May 24, 1990,
while the family was enjoying a television program.
Calloway stepped out of the
room for a minute to administer breathing treatment to her son, and heard
a faint cry from her daughter. In that moment, her life
changed forever.
“By the time I returned
to the den, I found my
daughter lying on the floor
with a stab wound to the
head. The assailant had already left the home, but my
daughter was able to whisper his name to me,” Calloway recalled.
Her daughter survived
for three weeks before she
went into a coma and
passed away.
For Calloway, the journey to accept this tragedy
has been challenging. She
has other children and
grandchildren, but misses
Katina deeply. She admits
that this was not her first
bout with domestic violence.
She was also a victim
while raising Katina, and
unfortunately she witnessed some of it while
growing up.

BY JEANIE BLUE
Staff Writer

Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – St.
Petersburg College (SPC)
hosted an ice cream social to
honor past and present Bright
Future Scholarship recipients.
A crowd of students and
faculty members gathered at
the St. Petersburg College/
Gibbs Campus, located at 6605
5th Ave. N., to pay tribute to
the hard work and extra effort
of local Bright Futures students in Pinellas County.
All in attendance shared
their love for the Bright Futures Scholarship program
and highlighted the impact it
has on the students receiving
it throughout our state.
SPC sophomore Alexis
Smith currently attends school
with funds from Bright Futures. A product of Northeast
High School, Smith has been
taking classes at SPC since her
junior year and can’t imagine
where she would be without
Bright Futures.
“It [has] impacted the lives
of so many students,” Smith
explained, and “I am one of
them.”
Smith has a passion for
learning and currently is using
her scholarship to fund her degree in information technology.
Although Smith is
confident in her abilities now,
she admits that test taking hasn’t always been her strength.
“It took a few attempts to
reach the high SAT and ACT
standards,” Smith admits. “I
spent many hours studying.”
Smith, and others like her,
attributes working toward the
Bright Futures Scholarship in
See BRIGHT, page 5

Sergeant Al White, left, and Assistant Chief Cedric Gordon work on solving city problems.

gordon and White:
Continuing the legacy of
The Courageous 12
BY TERRI P. MURPH
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
A few weeks ago, Faith
Memorial
Missionary
Baptist Church and members of the community
honored the work of 12
black police officers who
waged and won a landmark lawsuit in 1965
against the City of St. Petersburg and the St. Petersburg
Police
Department (SPPD).
This group of brave
men was later given the

appellation of the “Courageous 12.”
Adam Baker, Nathaniel
Wooten, Leon Jackson, Horace Nero, Raymond DeLoach, Primus Killen,
Jerry Styles, Freddie
Crawford, Johnnie Lewis,
Robert Keys, Charles Holland, and James King
fought for equal rights and
working conditions, and
the right to patrol anywhere in the city, not just
their own neighborhoods.
During the awards
ceremony,
Assistant
Chief Cedric Gordon and

Sergeant Al White were
surprised with awards for
continuing the legacy of
The Courageous 12 to
this day.
In the late 1970s, former Chief of Police and
Deputy Mayor, Dr. Goliath Davis, was a young
field training officer with
SPPD. He had been mentored and trained by men
from The Courageous 12,
and worked his way up to
the director of training.
When the department
began recruiting for more
officers in the early 1980s,

See LEGACY, page 6

Haitian orphanage in need
BY TERRI P. MURPH

Formerly a science
teacher in Boston, Mass.,
Berthelot also spent 22
years as the owner/operator of three very successful assisted living
facilities in St. Petersburg. Now retired, she
has chosen to throw herself into Save Our Haiti, a
Haitian mission to help
orphaned children.
In 2008, Berthelot
went back to her birthplace of Haiti, the first

Staff Writer

SPC President
Dr. William D. Law

Davis was in a perfect position to continue diversification efforts.
He hired four young
blacks to join the police
department:
Cadets
Cedric Gordon, Al White,
Mike Washington and
Lawanda Odom, the first
black female cadet.
Washington
later
moved to another city to
become a federal probation and parole officer,
and Odom is still a part of
SPPD, now working in
the Emergency Communications Division.

ST. PETERSBURG When most people retire
they may take a cruise,
play bridge on Wednesdays, go to the spa with
their best girlfriends, or
park in front of the television.
Not so from Marlene
Berthelot. She is a compassionate woman that
has spent her life’s savings helping orphaned
children in Haiti.

45 Years of Service to the Tampa Bay Area

See VICTIMS, page 3

Marlene Berthelot
See HAITI, page 7
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OPINION
The art of deception

BY JONATHAN SCOTT

It is no secret today that the
American political system has
taken deception to another
level. They have taken the con
out of contradiction, the dox
out of paradox and moron out
of oxymoron.
It has perfected the ideal of
making what is generally
wrong appear right, and what
is generally right appear to be
wrong. First year congressmen must be amazed when
they are asked by their colleagues to fund the other side.
I can hear them saying,
“Didn’t we just win that battle?
Why are we now funding the
other side?” However, when
they become veteran lawmakers they will have learned and
mastered the art of deception.
The art of talking out of one’s
necks.
Watching the first presidential debate last week, I
couldn’t help but be reminded
of what my public speaking instructor told our class about
the art of persuasion.
He told us that if we appear
to be confident in your body
language, even if we are spouting out statistics and numbers
as if they were mathematical
facts, or if we deliver incorrect
statements as if they were the
gospel truths, we would still
get a large portion of our audience to believe us.
It’s no doubt that Romney
mastered this technique in that
debate and I am hopeful that
the Obama team expected
something of this approach,

but I doubt they expected
Romney to blatantly lie. However Romney’s approach was
good enough for the national
news media to give him the debate win.
For those Obama supporters who were disappointed in
the presidents’ performance
and those registered voters
who are still sitting on the
fence, take a look at Romney’s
tactics.
He was aggressive, passively rude to the president,
rude to the moderator and
even rude to children by
throwing Big Bird under the
bus.
Romney’s tactics were to
get the president so out of
character that maybe he would
start calling him a liar on national television, or even better
yet, walked across the stage
and pimp slap him.
They would have really
loved that, and Romney would
be a walk-in to the oval office
and the entire career of President Obama would be over.
But what did Obama do?
This can be best characterized
using the sports analogy of
boxing. Of all the national writers and spokespersons that
had comments about the debate, none of them topped republican Sherrill Underwood’s
comment she made on Steve
Harvey’s morning show. She
said to simply “remember the
Rope a Dope.”
It may be true that the
president allowed Romney to
throw everything he had at
him, and that’s just what Romney did. Though the president
appeared to be mystified at
Romney’s rants, he managed
to stay calm and collective.
And who can blame the
president for being a little perplexed. I certainly was.
Granted, I’m not an avid
viewer of Fox News, but I’ve
never heard Romney say anything pro or con regarding the
insuring of people with pre-existing conditions, but I heard
him say that his program will

Florida’s merit retention system
include pre-existing conditions.
How can a former governor and a presidential nominee
tell the American people that
he has never heard of the
United States giving tax breaks
to corporations doing business
overseas?
We cannot at this stage in
the process forget the insidiousness and the viciousness of
who we are dealing with. It is
the outsourcing of jobs that has
caused a reduction of the middleclass and many citizens will
now experience what minorities have been experiencing as
normal.
The right wing blames
Obama, but the only blame lies
in the individual greed that an
unregulated capitalist society
will always experience.
Romney’s rant for the production of coal is consistent
with a need for foreign oil. This
will always keep the United
States dependant on foreign
oil, thus unfortunately keeping
us in a war posture.
Of course he has a need to
build the military; he plans to
use that new military industrial
complex for the selfish ends of
the wealthy.
Last but not least, when
they speak of small businesses
they are talking about corporations with multi-million dollar
profit margins — not the struggling middle class that Obama
is referring to.
Did we not get enough of
men like Newt Gingrich,
Oliver North, Mark Furman,
G. Gordon Liddy and Karl
Rowe, all who have been given
a national forum to vent their
views?
These men, in fact, all violated the constitution and the
laws of this country, yet this society treats them as if they are
authorities that should be respected.
Those fence sitters need to
wake up and smell the coffee,
and not let a few disgruntled
rich republicans hijack this nation.

A letter to Ethel Johnson

PASTOR DON MIDDLETON

My name is L. Don Middleton, a local resident here in
the city of St. Petersburg. I was
so blessed by the letter you
wrote about changing the format of The Weekly Challenger
posted in the Sept. 13th edition.
I appreciated your candor
in sharing how it was a struggle to change. In your letter
you wrote, “Making a format
change was not an easy decision for me. My husband
started this paper as a broadsheet 45 years ago, and I struggled to change what I saw as
his hard work. But, current
trends demand newer thought
and the change to a compactsize newspaper is needed to
battle these tough economic
times.”
Being a pastor and a student of the Word of God, one
thing for sure that is a constant
in the life of a born again believer in Jesus Christ is change!
The Apostle Paul lays this
out so plainly in Romans 12:2
when he said, “Don’t be conformed to the world, but you
be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may
prove what is good and acceptable and perfect will of God!”

The response to the new
look of The Weekly Challenger
has currently sparked exciting
conversation in the city.
What inspired this conversation, Mrs. Johnson, is that in
spite of the struggle and the
conformity to the way your
husband left the paper, you
have transformed or changed
the way you thought and the
result is a better and more informative product.
All this came from just
changing the way you thought.
Imagine what would happen in
our individual lives as born
again believers of Jesus Christ
if we applied this same principle to every area of our lives?
Proverbs 3:6 says, “In all
our ways acknowledge Him
and He will direct our paths.”
For instance, in marriage,
what would happen in those
marriages of couples who say
they are born again believers
in Jesus Christ, but their marriage is on the verge of divorce? Even though they made
a vow before God for better or
worse, richer or poorer, sickness and in health until death
do they part?
What would happen if that
husband got a revelation and
received the Word of God in
his heart in what the Apostle
Paul said in Ephesians 5:25:
“Husbands love your wives as
Christ loved the Church.”
If that husband does what
the Word of God commands
him to do, that marriage will be
saved; children saved, family
saved and church saved. I say
church as well because the
church is made up of families
and families are made from
husbands and wives.
We could literally change

lives by changing the way we
think!
When you said: “My
youngest daughter, Lyn, and
our dedicated employees finally convinced me to change
the look of the newspaper.”
You had to listen to the words
of your daughter and the employees to consider change.
When we as Christians listen to the Word of God with an
open mind and heart and consider the change that’s needed
in our lives and apply or act on
the Word of God, we will
change!
Look at what the scriptures
say about the Word of God.
Isaiah 40:8
The grass withers, the
flower fades: but the word of
our God shall stand for ever.
Isaiah 55:8
For my thoughts are not
your thoughts, neither are
your ways my ways, say the
Lord.
Isaiah 55:9
For as the heavens are
higher than the earth, so are
my ways higher than your
ways, and my thoughts than
your thoughts.
Jeremiah 1:12
Then said the Lord unto
me, Thou hast well seen: for I
will hasten my word to perform it.
Matthew 24:35
Heaven and earth shall
pass away, but my words shall
not pass away.
I just wanted to take the opportunity and time to thank
you, and to let you know you
have encouraged me to keep
preaching and teaching
CHANGE to the congregation
and community.

JUSTICE JAMES E. C.
PERRY
Florida Supreme Court

This November, Floridians will vote on whether to retain three Florida Supreme
Court Justices and fifteen District Court of Appeal judges.
They’re not on the ballot because they did something
wrong; rather, it’s just business as usual under Florida’s
merit retention system,
which requires that all
Florida Supreme Court Justices and appellate court
judges appear on the ballot in
six-year cycles based upon
when they were appointed by
the Governor.
As a current member of
the Court, I can neither support nor oppose fellow Justices or any of the appellate
court judges on the ballot.
However, I can speak out
about the purpose of merit retention and ask that when
you go to the voting booth
you consider the importance
of a separate judicial branch
in our system of government,
which is built on a foundation
of “checks and balances” and
“separation of powers.” It is
much like a stool delicately
balanced on three legs.
One leg is the legislative
branch, which makes the
laws. Our Legislature passes
laws covering a broad range
of topics affecting just about
every aspect of our lives and
taking up almost 11,000
pages of small type. That’s a
lot of power.
Another leg of the stool
helps balance that power.
Specifically, the executive
branch, which implements

the laws, is headed by the
Governor, who has the authority to veto laws and keep
them from going into effect.
To enforce and implement
the laws that do go into effect,
the Governor presides over
more than two dozen agencies. Again, that’s a lot of
power.
The third leg of the stool
helps balance the legislative
and executive branch power
combined. Specifically, the judicial branch is charged with
interpreting laws and constitutional provisions.
That means that the judicial branch can in the end
strike down a law that was
passed and implemented by
the legislative and executive
branches, even if the law is
very popular. That can make
the judicial branch very unpopular. After all, the people
liked the law and it was enacted and enforced by officials that they elected, so
what’s the problem?
The problem is that even
popular laws can offend the
very foundation of our society—the Constitution. A
great example is Brown v.
Board of Education, a 1954
case in which black children
had been denied admission
to schools attended by white
children under laws requiring or permitting segregation
according to race.
The United States
Supreme Court concluded
that “[s]eparate educational
facilities are inherently unequal. Therefore, we hold
that [the children] . . . are, by
reason of the segregation
complained of, deprived of
the equal protection of the
laws guaranteed by the Fourteenth Amendment” of the
Constitution.
Brown was so unpopular
it led to riots. But mob rule
does not govern our country,
the rule of law does. A core
constitutional principle is the
protection of the powerless
from “the tyranny of the
masses.”
The Justices in Brown
could address that tyranny
without fear of being kicked
off the Court, as United
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States Supreme Court Justices are appointed for life.
Their independence was assured because they were insulated against political or
popular pressure or retaliation. They could do their jobs
properly precisely because
they were without fear of losing them.
But Florida Supreme
Court Justices and appellate
court judges face a merit retention vote every six years.
Some suggest that they
should be voted out of office
for making certain difficult
decisions. While politicians in
the other two branches are
elected to follow the “will of
the people,” the judicial
branch must follow the Constitution.
So when you vote, I hope
you’ll consider that sometimes Florida Supreme Court
Justices and appellate court
judges have the absolute responsibility at times to make
difficult decisions in order to
uphold core constitutional
principles that in the end
serve and protect us all.
Their ability to be fair and
impartial and at times make
unpopular decisions ensures
that all three legs of the
stool—the legislative, executive, and judicial branches—
remains in balance. Cut one
leg of the stool short, and it all
crashes to the ground.
So make no mistake. It’s
not just about the Florida
Supreme Court Justices and
appellate court judges on the
ballot. It’s much bigger than
that. The integrity of the entire judicial branch, and therefore, the overall balance of
our State’s government—is
in play.
Look at it this way: Will
Florida Supreme Court Justices and appellate court
judges in the future hesitate
to make difficult decisions
that they believe are required
of them if their colleagues
have been voted out of office
for doing just that? You be the
judge.
Resources for voters
Merit
retention:
www.floridabar.org/thevotesi
nyourcourt
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Foundation seeking scholarship recipients

Full(er) of smiles

From VICTIMS, page 1
DEXTER MCCREE

Some of the reasons
Calloway sites for staying
in that volatile situation as
long as she did includes financial hardships and
threats to family members’
safety.
Calloway has picked
up the pieces of her shattered life, and established
a foundation in memory of
her daughter to help raise
awareness of the signs and
effects of domestic violence. The foundation also
offers scholarships to victims pursuing higher education in the medical field.
“The purpose of the
foundation is to offer
scholarships to domestic
violence victims pursuing
any degree or certification
in the medical field, with
special emphasis on the
nursing field. My daughter had a desire to become
a nurse and was just accepted to a LPN [Licensed
Practical Nurse] program
before she was murdered,” said Calloway.
Calloway has established a 501© (3) nonprofit corporation to
accept tax deductible donations as well as provide
financial scholarships to
help students achieve
higher education goal.
Applicants must be between the ages of 17 and
35 and be a domestic violence survivor. They must
be enrolled in a medical
program at a technical

school or college, and
write and submit an essay
indicating why they
should be awarded the
scholarship.
Applications are currently being accepted,
and scholarships will be
awarded twice a year.
“I’m hoping that the
foundation will have an
impact so that people become aware that domestic
violence is prevalent, real
and it kills,” Calloway
stated. “I hope that victims
will seek help as soon as
possible from the different
agencies that exist.”
Callaway speaks at different engagements to inform people of the
resources available to assist them with escaping
the abuse.
Once a person is out of
harm’s way, they must be
able to forgive the one
who committed the acts
against them. Being able
to forgive allows one to
reconcile the situation in
order to keep moving forward.
“I actually didn’t forgive the assailant for many
years after my daughter
was killed,” Calloway said.
“It was right about the
time I started this foundation is when I forgave
him.”
Calloway contends that
the true meaning of the
foundation comes through
now that she was able to

Feature Writer

Katina Latrice Scott

forgive.
“This is a reflection of
my Katina and what she
stood for. She never spoke
ill of others and wanted to
be a nurse,” she finished.
From the grave, Katina
testified against her murderer in letters and notes
she left behind that chronicled the abuse she
endured as well as threatening letters he sent her
before committing the
murder.
The foundation is
named Katina L. Scott Domestic Violence Scholarship Foundation, Inc.,
and Calloway can be
reached at 727-415-7827,
or email her at judy.calloway@gmail.com.
If you are a victim of
abuse or know of someone
who is, please call
the Florida Domestic
Abuse Hotline at 1-800500-1119 for help 24 hours
a day.

www.T he w eekly C hallenger n ewspaper . Com

ST. PETERSBURG —
To meet Anthony Fuller is to
encounter a glowing smile
and beaming spirit of joy. It’s
the way he goes about his
day. Nothing is too strenuous to shake him and nothing too difficult to stop him.
He smiles because his
perception is that everything is either alright or will
be alright. His mother has
gotten accustomed to way.
“Anthony is the most
jovial child that I have and
he’s like that all the time,”
said Beverly Wimberly, a
mother/guardian of four.
“He enjoys helping people
and putting a smile on others. He goes to bed with a
smile and he wakes up with
a smile. He simply is a joyful
child.”
Anthony Fuller is a sixth
grader at Azalea Middle
School. He’s determined to
be a difference maker and a
leader. He’s excited about

the possibilities of how his
presence and good attitude
will be perceived.
“I like my school and I
know that I can do well,”
said Fuller. “I like sports so
I may try out for the basketball team. I spoke with my
teacher about starting a
chess club to teach other
students about the game
and being a leader. What I
really want to do is to stay on
the honor roll. My mother
would like that.”
Last school year, Anthony had perfect attendance
at
Northwest
Elementary. He served as a
safety patrol and maintained
honor roll grades. He expects the same to happen
this year at Azalea Middle.
During the summer, Anthony attended Caleb’s Motivational Camp and was one
of the visionary leaders. He
is an active member of McCabe United Methodist
Church; serving as an
Acolyte for worship service
and participating in the

Beverly Wimberly and
Anthony Fuller
youth ministry. He also
plays on the Lakewood Jr.
Spartans football team.
“Anthony is a genuine
person with the most loving
heart,” said Pastor Wanda
Jones-McCree of Anointed
Word Fellowship and Associate Director of Caleb’s Motivational Camp. “We’re
expecting to see great
things from him for many
years.”
High achievement is
common place for Anthony
Fuller. For him, it’s just his
way of doing things. And he
does it with a smile.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
St. Pete’s
Hidden
History

Card of thanks

By Jon Wilson

Geech’s: Best BBQ in town
It is not hard to imagine a form of Florida barbecue
beginning in the 16th Century, when Spanish explorers
began tramping over the peninsula. There was much native wood for fires, and animals were available for
slaughtering and cooking.
Ponce de Leon is reported to have brought the first
beef stock in 1520-1521 and Hernando DeSoto provided
the first pigs in 1539. According to many accounts, the
term barbecue is derived from the Spanish barbacoa, in
turn modified from
the Haitian barbakoa,
meaning “a framework of sticks.”
A few hundred
years after the Spanish, St. Petersburg
came into being – and
barbecue soon came
along.
In general, St. Petersburg barbecue
has its roots south of
Central Avenue in
African-American
neighborhoods. Some
spots established themselves during the segregation
era, while others developed after integration began taking hold in the early to mid-1960s.
An informal poll conducted a few years ago reached
about two dozen individuals. They were asked to recall
either their favorite barbecue cafes or the ones they had
heard about most frequently.
Four spots won consistent mention in the small survey. Geech’s, the iconic spot on old 22nd Street South
was the one noted most often, followed by Connie’s;
Joe’s Barbecue; and Big Tim’s.
All are (or were) situated in Midtown, and all are (or
were) operated by African Americans.
An early barbecue recalled by longtime members of
the 22nd Street community was that of Mrs. Lily Brown.
It operated during the 1940s and into the early 1950s on
the northeast corner of 22nd Street and 11th Avenue
South.
“You could smell the cloud blowing east,” said the

late Horace Nero, who grew up nearby.
But the most famous 22nd Street barbecue emerged
a quarter-mile north from Mrs. Brown’s stand when
John “Geech” Black in 1950 opened the restaurant that
carried his nickname.
Geech’s actually was Black’s third venture. He began
cooking during the 1930s, using a cut-out tin tub in front
of a grocery store he owned near 22nd Street and Fairfield Avenue. Later he opened a restaurant oddly named
Old Shannon, which
specialized in barbecue.
Geech’s
recipe,
widely imitated, was
kept secret. Community lore says Black
took it to the grave.
But the mustard-based
sauce, Black’s key ingredient, was something special, former
customers say.
Black sold out in
1973. The café held
out for a few more years,
but eminent domain took the property for Interstate 275.
Several spots offered choices in the same general
neighborhood. The Friendly Inn operated near 16th
Street and 9th Avenue; Joe Savage set up a stand near
25th Street and 9th Avenue; and radio personality Goldie
Thompson opened a café near Chruch’s beer garden on
the west side of Jordan Park.
Joe Roberson opened Joe’s Barbecue in the 1960s
on 18th Avenue and developed his own specialty sauce,
a tangy brown mixture. Big Tim’s has been on busy 34th
Street south for more than 40 years.
Connie’s Bar-B-Que on 16th Street is a lineal descendant of Geech’s. Its founder, Connie Sirmons, cooked at
Geech’s and in 1986 opened the café that bears her
name.
Her son, Melvin Hall, runs the restaurant now and
says his mother brought the original Geech’s recipe to
her store – “the original Geech sauce, St. Pete traditional
sauce.”

THE FAMILY OF THE LATE
GREGORY RECHE DRAYTON
WOULD LIKE TO THANK
THOSE WHO GAVE COMFORTING
AND ENCOURAGING WORDS
TO MAKE THEIR HEARTS HAPPY,
SPIRITS LIFTED AND
BURDENS LIGHTER DURING
GREG’S HOSPITALIZATION
AND TRANSFORMATION
TO HIS HEAVENLY HOME.
ALSO, SPECIAL THANKS TO
THE DOCTORS, HOSPITALS,
AND REHABILITATION CENTERS
STAFF AND OTHER CAREGIVERS
FOR THEIR EXCELLENT
ASSISTANCE.
MAY GOD CONTINUE
TO BLESS AND KEEP YOU
IN HIS CARE.
SINCERELY,
EVELYN BOWENS, MOTHER
JENNIFER BOWENS, SISTER
PIERCE, DRAYTON, HERRING,
KEELEY, ANCONA AND
HARRELL FAMILIES

“Ask Your
Southside Lawyer”

James E. Flynn Jr.
Question: I was arrested with grand theft
charges but enrolled in PTI and completed successfully. My case was nolle prossed and later
expunged. Currently applying for a job and don’t
know what to answer when the ask if I have been
convicted, plead guilty, or plead no contest to a
crime. Would any of the three apply to me? Will
the case show up in a background check?
Answer:
If the Expungement was properly completed, i.e. certified copies sent to all parties, the case should not appear on your record. You may properly answer any
question from a private employer as if the incident never
happened.

The Weekly Challenger will select a question and have
James Flynn, “Our Southside Lawyer” answer it.

Please submit questions
to theflynnlawfirm@gmail.com
or call 727-490-6327.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Futures are bright in St. Pete

Calendar
Of events

From BRIGHT, page 1

high school as a huge motivator to push for excellence and
to excel and persevere even
during tough times.
“I knew that if I were to receive funding for college I
would have to keep my eye on
the goal,” Smith recounts. “As
a result, I achieved perfect attendance all through high
school and graduated 23rd in
my class.”
SPC President Dr. William
D. Law expressed his joy in
being around so many of his
students at the social. His inspiring words energized the
crowd of young and aspiring
college grads with Law insisting education is a stepping
stone to future greatness.
“The definition of student
success is that student’s finish
what they start,” Law said. “So
all of you have to get to the finish line; its hard work.”
But in order to be a Bright
Futures recipient, hard work is
already engrained in each and
every student. Although requirements can change with
each legislative session, current standards to receive one
of the three Bright Futures
awards are pretty steep.
A grade point average of
3.0 or 3.5 is mandatory depending on which Bright Futures scholarship students are
applying for. There are three
different levels, with the highest current requirements expecting hopefuls to earn an
SAT score of 1280 or a 28 on
their ACT.
And again, depending on
which you aim to qualify for,
community service hours can
range from 30-100 hours, so interested students need to start
early.
“On the day I received the
news I passed the ACT, and
now qualified for the Bright
Futures Scholarship, my future suddenly became much
brighter,” Smith recalled. “Attending college became a reality for me.”
Smith encourages everyone to work hard, earn high
grades, and to become involved in their community to
better prepare for a successful
college career and a productive future in the workforce.

And that is just what the
Florida Lottery also is interested in. Secretary of Florida
Lottery Cynthia O’Connell
was also in attendance and
spoke to students about the
lottery’s continued dedication
to their futures.
“Our organization exists
for one reason,” O’Connell
said, “to contribute to education funding in Florida.”
And contribute they have.
With contributions to education equaling more than 24 billion since 1988, and with more
than 550,000 students having
received Bright Futures Scholarships since the program
began in 1997, the Florida Lottery has divvied up a substantial portion of funds to help
educate the youth of our state.
Locally, Pinellas County
has received more than 953
million in funding from the Educational Enhancement trust
fund distributed through lottery sales.
Despite the economic
downturn of the state, the
Florida lottery is still going
strong and it is with these
funds that bright students
such as Smith are able to attend college out of high
school.
O’Connell relayed to receiving students and faculty at
SPC just how important the
state’s lottery system is.
“It provides the financial
support necessary for many
gifted students to pursue their
academic goals, and it enables
our state to keep our best and
brightest here in Florida.”
O’Connell informed all
that the Florida Lottery will
continue their core mission to
maximize revenue for education so that future generations
will also be able to reap the
same benefits as today’s students.
O’Connell hopes that excitement for the lottery will
grow even more over the next
few months as it springs forward with its new promotion:
“The Year of the Flamingo,” to
honor the 25th anniversary
fast approaching in January.
“We will stay focused on
continuing our core mission
and maximizing revenue for

Courtesy of

SPC sophomore Alexis Smith

Secretary of Florida Lottery Cynthia O’Connell

october 13 – Shop the biggest and best
garage sale. Electronics, furniture, sports
goods, antiques, books baby items, toys,
games, household items, clothes, kitchen
ware, tools and much more! Look for the
Red Snell Isle Sell Sign to guide you. Maps
Available at 40 Snell Isle Blvd NE at 7:45
a.m. the day of the sale. No early birds,
please.
L-R, Camille Christian, Andrew Malyj and
Stephanie Henningsen

SPC jazz band Quartett Chromatica
education so that future generations may also enjoy the same
benefits offered to you here
today,” she said.
If your current high school
student is interested in being a

Bright Futures scholar, contact the school’s guidance department
for
more
information on how to get
them started on the pathway
to success.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
If you are 62 years or older or
mobility impaired on a limited income
YOU MAY QUALIFY FOR A
RENT SUBSIDIZED APARTMENT
at

MLF TOWERS

540 Second Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL
Call us at (727) 823-1575
FL Relay TTY 1-800-955-8771

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles
Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store

(727) 867-3696
Writer Needed!
Start TODAY!
Writers will cover events and feature stories in
Pinellas County and the Bradenton/Palmetto area.

october 12-14 – Attention: 2nd Infantry
Division Veterans — The Florida Branch of
the
Second
(Indianhead)
Division
Association will have its annual reunion in
Titusville, Fla. at the Best Western Space
Shuttle Inn. For reservations, call the hotel
at 321-269-9100 and say you are with the
Second Division. For more information, call
the branch secretary-treasurer, Donald
Calnan, at (561) 742-5379 or send an email
to 2ida.mail@charter.net.

LAW OFFICE OF RODERICK O. FORD PLLC
Employment Discrimination
Worker’s Compensation
Bankruptcy ($500 & up)
Social Security Disability
(727) 209-0814 (St. Petersburg)
or (813) 223-1200 (Tampa)
www.fordlawfirm.org
220 E. Madison St., Ste. 1110, Tampa, FL 33602

Saturday, october 20 — Step back in time
as you walk through a general store, visit an
authentic print shop, an operating sawmill &
blacksmith shop at the annual Autumn
Harvest at Boyd Hill Nature Preserve’s
Pinellas Pioneer Settlement, 3130 31st
Street S. Open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., enjoy
old time fun including hayrides, bobbing for
apples, sack races, horseshoes, a pumpkin
carving contest and patch, a farmer’s
market, and carnival games. Vendors and
crafters may still reserve space in the
market. For more information, call 893-7234.
Admission is free and open to all ages.
Donations accepted. Entry for the pumpkin
carving contest is $5 with a $25 cash prize.
Saturday, october 20 — “Give so that
others might live” Bone Marrow Drive &
Health Fair — Faith Hope And
Determination, Inc. and Mt. Hermon
Missionary Baptist Church presents their
health fair. The event will be held from 10:00
a.m. – 2:00 p.m. at Mt. Hermon Missionary
Baptist Church, 400 S. Levis Ave., Tarpon
Springs. There will be entertainment, food,
fun, and more! For more information, contact
Ethel “Joy” Grimsley at (727) 530-1566 or
fhadinc1@verizon.net.

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE
Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

HELP WANTED

Experienced Advertising
Sales Representative

Stories must be factually correct,
between 500-600 words unless told otherwise
and be accompanied by pictures of the event.
Correct grammar and punctuation is a must. AP style
of writing is required. Schedule must be flexible.

Sell advertising space, including graphic
art, in The Weekly Challenger and
The Weekly Challenger On-Line.
Recommend appropriate sizes
and formats for advertising.
Deliver advertising or proofs to
customers for approval. Commission pay.

Email resume to
generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com
or call 727-896-2922 for an interview.

Email resume to
generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com
or call 727-896-2922 for an interview.

CLASSIFIED
An experienced office worker is urgently
needed. Must be at least 18 years old. Interested
applicants please contact bendaton@live.com.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT RATE
$8.00 for 1-20 words and 50¢ for each additional word over 20.
This price is each time you publish your ad.
Must pay in full prior to run date. Deadline: Monday at 4:00 p.m.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Parent Support for Education Council, Inc. in partnership
with The Weekly Challenger presents:

Parent of the Week Award
ST. PETERSBURG — This award is not a contest; rather the purpose of the
award is to celebrate parental engagement in education by parents and caring
adults. While encountering many challenges, these parents continue to be engaged
in all aspects of their children’s lives.
Engaged in the lives of children in the community by tutoring and mentoring,
Ms. Henry, who also works with her 2 chilldren at home. She Assist her children
in developing discipline of time; sets a time for reading 30 minutes everyday; must
complete homework after school everyday.

“I believe a child who has parent support at home and one-to-one connection at
school and home is successful at school !”
— Deborah Y. Henry

“I communicate daily with my child. We pray together,
read together, stay up each night until homework is
completed; Also attend SAC and PTA meetings. I Assist
my 98-year-old aunt by taking her to church every first
Sunday.”
— Morresia J. Harris, a single parent of one child.

The legacy lives on through Gordon and White
From LEGACY, page 1

Former cadet turned
officer Gordon is now Assistant Chief Gordon and
White is now Sergeant
White. They came up
through the department together, and speak freely on
the past and present.
“There were still many
prejudices and oversights
within the department.
Black officers were not
being promoted and there
was a lot of tension in the
organization. Chief Davis
was one of their closest
mentors, but he was hard,”
said Sgt. White as he recalled when he graduated
from the Police Academy
in 1981.
“Our counterparts were
the white officers, but we
thought Chief Davis was
harder on us,” Sgt. White
said.
Not realizing at the
time, White had to concede
that by Davis being hard
on them was teaching
them perseverance and
mental toughness - preparing them for what they
would encounter by their

the police department,”
Gordon said.
During the early 1990s,
the department went
through an extremely
rough period at the hands
of a police commander
from California, Ernest
“Curt” Curtsinger who became St. Petersburg’s
Chief of Police.
Curtsinger had been
accused of, among other
things, being insensitive to

Assistant Chief Cedric Gordon

“Ask Your
Southside Lawyer”
Every week The Weekly Challenger will select your questions
and have James Flynn, “Our Southside Lawyer” give answers.

Please submit questions to

James E. Flynn Jr.

theflynnlawfirm@gmail.com or call 727-490-6327.

Sergeant Al White
white colleagues.
While in the field training program, they worked
many overtime hours and
wrote a lot of reports.
“We would turn reports
in after working long and
hard and field training officers would tear them up
and make us rewrite them.
They tried to make us
quit,” recalled White.
Gordon and White
never quit. Instead, they
did all that they could to become better at their jobs –
going out into the community, talking to the citizens
to earn their trust, and encouraging their cooperation
in
two-way
communication.
“We wanted them to
know that we cared and
were a resource that could
be called upon to do the
right thing,” White contended.
White and Gordon continued to follow the tutelage of Chief Davis, Sgt.
Horace Nero, Officer Bob
Keys and others who had
taken them under their
wings.
“We discovered very
quickly that the department was not nearly as diversified as it should have
been,” Gordon asserted.
“There was very little integration in the department
within specialized units,
such as there were no
black K-9 officers, intelligence detectives, or vice
and narcotics detectives to
name a few, and very little
opportunity for upward
mobility.”
In addition to the tension they experienced
within their department,
they experienced it on the
streets when policing inside or outside their own
neighborhoods.
“The African-American
community lacked trust in

divisions where they are
happier and can contribute
more.
Gordon was the first
African-American male to
make sergeant after a period of many years. He has
served as a detective, sergeant, lieutenant and
major.
As major, Gordon was
the south side Commander, and in 2005 he was
promoted to the rank of

the needs of the black community and black officers
in his department.
In order to address
their concerns, the black
officers began to request
meetings with the department’s leadership and
began demanding inclusion in department meetings and city platforms of
police business of which
they were not invited.
During these meetings
they pushed for promotions and transfers to specialized divisions such as
Vice and Narcotics, Intelligence, and Homicide, etc.
During his tenure,
Curtsinger created more
racial divisiveness in an already fractured police
force. Late Assistant City
Manager Don McRae, who
was black, eventually fired
him at the urging of the
black clergy, city leaders
and residents.
His firing set off four
days of protests at City
Hall, and an unsuccessful
petition drive that quickly
drew 18,000 signatures
calling for a charter amendment for a strong mayor
form of government and
Curtsinger’s
reinstatement.
Gordon and White have
seen their share of rough
times in the department,
but because of the lessons
taught early on by their
mentors, they’ve endured.
They have kept up the momentum of The Courageous 12 and have
witnessed progress.
Many black officers
and females have taken
more tests and assessments for jobs they were
once excluded from and diversification is more apparent.
Officers getting into
key positions are now helping others get into various

Assistant Chief of the Administrative Services Bureau,
one
of
the
department’s three bureaus, where he serves as
the Bureau Commander.
White became Sergeant shortly afterwards
and was the very first black
sergeant of the Homicide,
Robbery and Burglary
Units. He served in the
Field Training Unit, Traffic
Unit, Vice and Narcotics.
He also served as Sergeant
of the Sex Crimes and Victims Advocate Unit. He
prefers his rank as Sergeant.
After attaining these positions, Assistant Chief
Gordon and Sgt. White
helped open doors for
other minorities and
women.
At present, there are
many other African Americans and female officers in
positions of leadership, including Assistant Chief
Luke Williams who is now
in charge of the Uniform
Services Bureau. And A.
Lois Worlds, who is now retired, but was the first
black female lieutenant,
major, and assistant chief.
According to Gordon,
current Police Chief Chuck
Harmon is on board with
their efforts and has been
supportive of a diversified
agency.
The Legacy of The
Courageous 12 marches
on. Many improvements
have been made, but there
is much more work to do.
The inclusion efforts are
not just about blacks, but
for women and other minorities also.
Gordon said it best
when he stated: “The
SPPD should look like the
communities
that
it
serves.”
Efforts will continue to
be made to create open
communication
among
staff and leadership, and
find areas for upward mobility, diversification and
new opportunities.
Dr. Davis feels that
many of the younger officers do not understand the
hardships endured by their
predecessors.
“The Courageous 12
did a lot for the organization, and many of today’s
officers are standing on the
shoulders of the ones that
came before them. Those
men blazed the trail for
them to be accepted, and
they need to appreciate
that and always reach back
to help others,” Davis finished.
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Orphanage needs money to move donated items

Community Spotlight
By Emma Cavin • Staff Writer

Brenda Powell
Nelson
Case Manager, Teacher,
Entrepreneur, Activist
If you are looking for a person who is
a woman of her word, with multiple skills
in dealing with people-oriented activities,
look no farther than the office or home
of Brenda Powell Nelson.
Over the years, her parents drilled
into her and her siblings the importance
of being honest, trustworthy, and dependable. They were expected to do the
very best they could with every task
they were given, always tell the truth,
and never take anything that did not belong to them.
The two brothers and three sisters
were held accountable for their actions.
The childhood expectations, Nelson has
learned, made it easy for her to move
about in the world of work.
The very attributes her parents instilled means a lot to the people with
whom she has worked. In the various
occupations – case manager, teacher, or
her own business, she has found that
people need to be able to trust the person working with them. Otherwise, they
will withhold important information and
make it difficult to provide the services
that they need.
A graduate of St. Petersburg High
School, Nelson remembers that she was
not always happy during that time.
“High school was not fun. It was during the time of integration, and I did not
feel connected,” she said.
So many negative things were happening during that time, but they did not
stop Nelson from studying and doing
well in her classes. Her parents encouraged all of them to get an education.
They wanted them to be able to have better job opportunities than they had, and
enjoy more time with family than they
could.
“Too often, my mother was so tired
after work that all she could do was rest
and prepare for the next day. She
wanted more for us. All of my siblings
and I worked hard to finish high school
with good grades, she said”
Her sisters went into nursing and one
of her brothers became a professional
driver. Nelson became an accountant
and part-time math teacher after working with a social agency for 17 years.
“My favorite class in school,” noted
Nelson, “was mathematics, so whenever

any unpleasant things happened, I just
spent even more time studying. Math
was fascinating to me. Numbers are
challenging, and I have always loved a
challenge.
Even now, numbers excite her. It
was in tenth grade that she actually decided that she would become an accountant. She studied accounting and received
an associate’s degree from St. Petersburg Junior College in 1973, and a bachelor’s degree in business management
from Eckerd College in 1995.
Since 1995, Nelson has been the
owner of BET Business Solutions, an income tax and accounting service. In addition, she offers notary services and
serves as a certified signing agent upon
request.
She is also very active within the
community as president of the Childs
Park Neighborhood Association and
other volunteer activities.
Nelson is a past treasurer of the National Association for the Advancement
of Colored People (NAACP), a current
member of the Executive Committee,
and holds subscribing life membership.
At the New Philadelphia Community
Church, under the leadership of Rev.
Don Gaskin, Nelson serves in the positions of deaconess and finance officer.
In her leisure time, Nelson enjoys
watching sporting events, reading, and
spending time with friends and family.
She is the proud mother of two children: her daughter, Tracy, is in nursing,
and son, Edward, is a Master Sergeant
who has served four tours in Iraq. She
has also been blessed with five adorable
granddaughters are Maiya, Aryonna,
Trinity, Kearstyn, and Charlise.

From HAITI, page 1

black independent Republic, to start a home and
school for orphaned children. Using her own
money, she turned an unfinished, small hotel of
about 8,000 square feet
into the site.
She employed nine
people, which included
the teachers, cooks and
janitors and started with
20 children. The children
ranged in age from two to
nine, and thrived because
of the education and care
they received.
In 2010, while Berthelot was in the United
States for her daughter’s
wedding, an earthquake
hit Haiti causing death
and devastation throughout the island nation.
“Our building just collapsed. The earthquake
leveled it,” Berthelot said.
When she returned to
the ruins, she and the
staff salvaged what they
could to set up a
makeshift “tent city” in
which to operate. They
did this for more than six
months while they sought
donations from everywhere they could.
Berthelot applied to
the Digicel Fondation, a
non-profit charitable organization that distributes
and utilizes funds for the
sole purpose of building
communities in Haiti, to
help with the reconstruction.
The local mayor got involved and took Berthelot
around to find a place to
move the school to.
She received 15 acres

Tent cities remain active in Haiti.
of land from Digicel and
plan to plant crops on 10
of them. However, the gift
came with a caveat. She
will need to raise at least
$97,000 to match the foundation’s funds in order to
rebuild.
They have plenty of
donated items since the
earthquake
such
as
clothes, bedding and
school furniture, but can
not afford to ship them to
Haiti. It will cost $8,000 to
transport the goods, and
very little cash donations
have been received.
The number of orphans has now risen to 60
and they are even helping
two sets of families. Berthelot says she has spent all
of her own money, but has
one last possession she is
willing to part with to help
the orphans.
“The very last thing
that I have worth anything
is my personal collection
of Haitian and African art,
valued at about $50,000,”
Berthelot said.

She says the artwork
is a collection of original
oil paintings by renowned
Haitian artists Cedor, Ismae’l and Sojourne.
“These pieces are all I
have left, but I am willing
to sell them if I can find
buyers,” she continued.
She is currently looking for places to exhibit
her art, including local
museums around town.
“One of the orphans
found $50 and brought it
to me one day to help rebuild the home. I just
grabbed the child and
hugged her. People in the
U.S. are just so fortunate.
They don’t even know
how much,” Berthelot recalled as a tear streamed
down her face.
If you would like to
join the cause for Save
Our Haiti, please write to
Haitian Mission Par La
Foi, Inc. P.O. Box 530307,
St. Petersburg, FL 33474
or donate through PayPal
www.SaveOurHaiti.org.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Strober wins prestigious award
ST. PETERSBURG —
St. Petersburg native and
national performing artist,
Rashida Strober, can now
add award winning actress
to her growing list of accomplishments.
Last month Strober was
honored at the prestigious
Playwright’s Red Carpet
Awards for actress of the
year for her work in A Dark
Skinned Woman’s Revenge. The event was held
in Winston-Salem, N. C.,
home of the National Black
Theatre Festival.
She
attended
the
awards gala with fellow
nominees from all over the
country. The event is held
annually to honor the best
and brightest in the theatre
world.
When she received notice of her nomination from
president and CEO Liz
Goins-Turner, she was
stunned.
“I was honored and privileged to have my work acknowledged by my peers.

The experience was unbelievable.”
Strober has worked
doggedly to keep her childhood dream of acting alive.
She performs locally as
well as nationally. Plans are
currently in the works for
an international tour of her
award winning play A Dark
Skinned Woman’s Revenge.
Her next presentation
will be held Nov. 10 starting
at 11 a.m. for Matters of the
Heart Ministry at Glad Tidings Church located at 4200
17th Ave. N., in St. Petersburg. This performance
will help raise funds for the
needy during the holidays.
“I was homeless and
poor when I was growing
up, so I know how it feels to
struggle. Whenever the opportunity arises for me to
help I take it,” Strober said.
This performance is
free and open to all. All food
items and donations go to
needy families for the holidays.

The Colored Museum:
Satire at its best
Rashida Strober
Strober has also ventured out into the world of
internet talk radio. Her
show entitled A Dark
Skinned Woman’s Revenge
will premier Sun., Oct. 14
from 6 to 7p.m.
Strober will tackle an
array of topics and issues
dealing with the state of
dark skinned women world
wide. The show can be
heard at getliveradio.com
or theartsradio.com. The
show will air every Sun
from 6-7 p.m.

Shirley Murdock on stage in Tampa

Shirley Murdock
ST. PETERSBURG- The
hype around the stage play
“Holding On To What You
Never Had” is really ramping up with the announcement of Shirley Murdock
gracing the stage.
Who cares that Tyler
Perry won’t be in Tampa
next month because we
have Too Smooth Entertainment ready to step up
to the plate with this phenomenal gospel play.
Shirley Murdock grew
up in Toledo, Ohio and
sharpened her gift in the
choir of Calvary Baptist
Church. She gave her life
to the Lord at age 15.
In her early twenties,
Murdock was signed to
Elektra Records and with a
string of hits and gold albums, she received much
success in the mainstream
music arena.
She was re-introduced
into the Gospel arena,
when Bishop T.D. Jakes not
only featured her on his
1999 “Sacred Love Songs”
and “The Storm Is Over”
CDs, but signed her to his
Dexterity Sounds record
label.
The new millennium
brought Shirley her first
Stellar Nominated gospel
release entitled “Home.”
Murdock began sharpening her acting skills over
a decade ago in Michael
Matthews’ hit gospel stage
play “Fake Friends,” featuring Marvin Sapp, David

Peaston, the late Ali Woodson and Gary (Lil’G) Jenkins.
She had the pleasure of
working with Tyler Perry
in his hit stage play, “I
Know I’ve Been Changed,”
and worked with Clifton
Powell, Jackee Harry,
Christopher Williams, and
David Hollister in both the
stage play and DVDs of
“Man Of Her Dreams.”
Murdock also starred in
“3 Ways To Get A Husband” featuring Billy Dee
Williams, Leon and Lenny
Williams.
No one could ever forget her performance in “A
Mother’s Prayer” featuring
Robin Givens and Johnny
Gill. She also had the opportunity to work with
Cissy Houston in the stage
production of “Your Arms
Too Short To Box With
God!”
Stellar Award and Dove
Award nominations came

with the project entitled,
“SOULFOOD,” which includes the video for the hit
single, “I Love Me Better
Than That.”
Her
first
“LIVE”
CD/DVD recording titled
“The Journey” with industry greats Regina Bell, Beverly Crawford and Kelly
Price is in stores now.
Murdock was honored
to sing “Dream,” from this
project, at the MLK Memorial Dedication Ceremony
and at THEARC Theater
with the National Symphony Orchestra.
Come see Shirley Murdock blow the roof off the
Straz Center in “Holding
On To What You Never
Had,” on Nov. 4.
For more information,
please contact Too Smooth
Entertainment at (813) 2447474, or check out his website
at
www.toosmoothent.com.

TAMPA — The longer I’m alive and
kicking, the more I learn. Last Wed.,
Oct. 3, I was introduced to Stageworks
Theatre in Tampa by way of a satirical
and humorous play called “The Colored
Museum” written by George C. Wolfe.
Ladies and gentlemen, I am now a
committed fan of both!
Sometime in the past, I heard about
Stageworks, but had never given any
thought about attending any of its performances.
As for Wolfe, I heard about him
when his very popular and fantastic musical “Bring in ‘da Noise, Bring in ‘da
Funk” was running in New York. That
was the only knowledge I had of either
of them, but that has definitely changed.
“The Colored Museum” had its premiere in 1986 at the Crossroads Theatre
in New Brunswick, N.J., and won Wolfe
the Dramatists Guild Award that very
same year.
Having lived in New Jersey most of
my life, and having attended many performances at the Crossroads Theatre, I
find it hard to believe I missed this one.
Our hats are off to director Anna
Brennen and assistant director Ron
Bobb-Semple, for heading up this allblack cast of outstanding actors in this
hilariously funny production.
No stranger to the stage, award winning Guyanese born actor Bobb-Semple’s real-life experience and knowledge
of African-American culture acts as sort
of an actor’s guru.
Included in the cast are Tia Jemison,
Joshua Goff, Stephanie Roberts, Kibwe
Dorsey, Gloria Bailey, and Alvon Griffin
who plays the drums heard throughout
the performance.
The play consists of 11 vignettes and
each is a separate satirical exhibit in a
museum that sheds light on being black
in the United States.
It covers more than 200 years of the
African American experience, and celebrates black culture, while at the same
time mocking its stereotypes.
A few of the scenes feature two or
more actors speaking to one another,
but in many of them the characters
speak directly to the audience.
Just to whet your appetite and give
you a taste of the satirical hilarity, I’ll
share with you the first vignette: “Git on
Board.”
It features Ms. Pat, the ever-sohappy flight attendant on the Celebrity
Slave Ship. She speaks in a style that
mimics today’s flight attendants, and
cautions the audience that no drum
beating is allowed during the trip.
She demonstrates the proper way to
put on and lock their wrist and ankle

Tia Jemison

Gloria Bailey
shackles, and makes the audience recite: “We will not rebel.”
Ms. Pat tells the audience to “Give
us your God and take on a new one,”
and explains that the word “the” will
now be pronounced “da,” and leads
them in singing “Nobody knows da
trouble I’ve seen…”
There are ten more classic exhibits
to be seen, each one as enjoyable and interesting as the last.
“The Colored Museum” runs until
October 21, and I encourage everyone
to put this one on your “must see” list,
and bring a friend. You’ll be glad you
did.
Call “da” box office for your reservation: (813) 727-2708.
Remember to “Keep Jazz Alive” by
“Supporting Live Jazz!”
Jazz fans – do you have any feedback? I would like to hear from YOU!
You may visit my website at: rickgeesjazzjamm.com or email me at jazzjamm@aol.com. You may also mail your
letters to Rick Gee’s Jazz Jamm, c/o
The Weekly Challenger, 2500 ML King
St., S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705.

L-R, Tia Jemison, Gloria Bailey and Joshua Goff

W e e ncourage
L etters t o t he e ditor
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CARING FOR COMMUNITY
Help
&
Hope
By Dr. Basha Jordan

Addiction: Opening the door
for deliverance
ST. PETERSBURG — Bill and I were best
friends in high school and college. We lived
in the same neighborhood right up the street
from Morgan State University in Baltimore,
Md. in a very nice neighborhood.
We partied together in the 1960s when
house parties and street parties were popular.
Alcohol was the drug of choice among our
crowd and every weekend we looked forward to buying some type of drink to accompany us where ever we went.
As time went on, I became aware of Bill’s
increased need for more alcohol when we
went out. We both graduated from college,
Bill got married, moved to New Jersey and
landed a fine job as vice president of an influential insurance company. However, because
of his drinking, he lost his wife and many
good jobs.
His IQ was higher than the average person. I tried to let him know that he needed
help for his drinking, but to no avail.
Alcoholism is an addiction which can run
in the family. Bill’s brother was an alcoholic
and after years of denial, he finally got help
through Alcoholics Anonymous.
With Bill’s IQ being higher than the average person, and his education level, he
thought he would never be like his brother.
Therefore, his life was filled with denial and
misfortune because of his obsessive drinking.
Bill ended up living with his mother while
working a menial job and still drinking.
His life became worse due to cigarette
smoking which caused cancer of the mouth.
His mouth was wired closed after being operated on for cancer and to keep him from
drinking.
I had not seen my friend for some years
when his mother called me to come make a
pastoral visit because he was dying.
When I saw my friend, very thin, mouth
wired shut and body bent, my heart went out
to him because I wanted him to be delivered
from this horrible disease of addiction as God
has done for me.
While sitting at the kitchen table talking
to Bill, I noticed the smell of alcohol. He was
sipping on a straw from a McDonald’s cup
which looked like orange soda but a family
member had gotten some Vodka for him to
mix with it.
When I asked about it, I got cursed out by
my friend who had resigned himself to dying
from his dependency rather than surrendering. We had prayer, I left, and my friend was
dead in a month.
Addiction can only be addressed when

the person suffering admits there is a problem and requests help for themselves. When
we confess with our own lips and our own
heart, “I can’t do this anymore, I need help,”
then and only then does the process of deliverance and hope come into fruition.
This same process, known as Step #1 in
all 12 Step programs, is the key to beginning
a new life without the dependency that has
been killing us and robbing us of our Godgiven life of purpose.
Whether an individual is dependent on alcohol, food, your mama, a job, a girlfriend, selling/using drugs, working, shopping, your
career, gambling or any other addiction, the
process of deliverance is always the same.
Surrender is the starting point of winning.
If three or more persons who care about
you have told you about a person, place or
thing, that they believe is harming or killing
you, be wise and get help before you end up
like my friend Bill.
Another point that needs to be looked at
carefully is that the more degrees one has and
the more intelligent one is, the more difficult
it is for that person to admit defeat.
I am one of those persons who thought
my education exempted me from suffering
from the disease of addiction or dependency.

Sorority, Inc., have participated in this event.
Approximately
100
participants were in attendance to help transform
the streets of the Melrose/Mercy Neighborhood while a special
surprise visit by Mayor
Bill Foster highlighted
the moment.
The Dr. Betty Shabazz
Delta Academy is a
unique program designed
for young ladies ages 1114 years old. The aim is to
shape
well-rounded
young women by focusing
on African-American history, literacy, character
development,
healthy
choices and service learn-

ing.
The Dr. Jeanne L.
Noble
Delta
GEMS
(Growing and Empowering Myself Successfully)
Institute represents a natural outgrowth and extension with young ladies age
14-18 in grades 9-12 and
an associated theme
of Catching the Dreams of
Tomorrow.
Certificates of appreciation were presented to
the members of the chapter and to the youth
groups. Last Sat., Oct. 6,
two Academy participants
were featured on the city
channel 615 in an interview about their CareFest
experience.

This is insane. Ask me how I know. Been
there, did that. But thank You Jesus “dat it ain’t
dat way today.”
If you would like more help about this subject,
please call (443) 250-9635, or log on to the
website at www.HopeAliveMinistry.org.
Dr. Jordan can also be reached by writing
to: Hope Alive Outreach, P.O. Box 16622, St.
Petersburg, FL 33733.
Don’t forget to listen to his radio broadcast on
WRBX every first and third Sat. at 8:30 a.m.
And remember, no matter what’s going
on with you today, there is hope for you tomorrow.
Dr. Jordan. is the Founder/pastor of Hope
Alive Ministry Deliverance Fellowship in Baltimore, Md., and a licensed counselor for
drugs and alcohol addiction.

Blast from the past
Do you recognize any of the people in this photograph?
If so, please give us a call at 727-896-2922.

CA$H 3

180
755
245

3-5 7-4
1-3 8-6
5-7 6-2

ST. PETERSBURG —
Somebody Cares Tampa
Bay, a non profit organization, in collaboration with
the City of St. Petersburg,
sponsors CareFest, an annual community service
day. This year, CareFest
took place Saturday, Sept.
29 with several organizations taking part in community beautification as
well as aiding those in
need throughout the entire city.
This marks the third
year that the Dr. Betty
Shabazz Delta Academy
and Dr. Jeanne L. Noble
Delta GEMS of the St. Petersburg Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta

The core of the disease of addiction is selfcenteredness. This is where the spiritual part
of the disease enters the picture. We can think
we know it all and that no one can tell us anything, not even God, because we are so smart.

PICK OF THE WEEK!
20 17 6

DOG DAYS

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority
supports Carefest mission

NEW DJ LINE-UP
7 AM - 12 NOON
Maurice in the Morning
12 NOON - 2 PM & Weekends
Sister Dianne Hughes
3 PM - 7 PM
Brother Michael Walker
7 PM - 11 PM Coco Brother
11 PM - 7 AM Joe Simian
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist institutional Church

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ....................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study.........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study......................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer .............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study..........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist ChurCh

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708

Sunday Worship Services8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday).........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) ...............7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday)4:00 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service .................10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)...............7:00 p.m.

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) .................7:00 p.m.

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

ThE Rock

ST. MaRK MISSIOnaRy BaPTIST CHuRCH

Schedule of Services

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Brian K. Brown

“God’s People Return to
the Word of God”
Service Schedule

3001 18th Ave. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Church 727-327-9904
Fax 727-322-0409
service schedule

Elder Cedric L.
Williams

Pastor

Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays

Growing people with a passion for God’s principles

Mission Statement

tuesday

Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.

Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

serviCes
sunday

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.

Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South, Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

sunday school – 10:30 a.m.
a. M. service – 11:30 a.m.
YpWW (1st & 3rd sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
p.M. service (1st & 3rd sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
p. M. service (2nd & 4th sunday) - 5:30 p.m.
Morning prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday prayer service – 7:30 p.m.
thursday Bible study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

rev. ronald l. Bell
pastor

Friendship

Living, Teaching and Preaching the
True Gospel of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls.
Come join in with us.

20th Street
Church of Christ
Bro. robert Smith

Victory Christian Center Church
3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com
Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

Sunday...................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship
Sunday School. ................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday .......................................................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday.............................................7 p.m. Youth Enrichment - Awana
“Serving and Saving”
“Inspiring and Instructing”

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
home: 896-8006

Sunday morning Worship .........................7:45 a.m.
Sunday morning Bible Class .....................9:20 a.m.
Sunday morning Second Worship ..........10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class monday........................7:00 p.m.
monday evening Bible Class.....................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday morning Bible Class.............10:00 a.m.
Wednesday evening Bible Class .....................7:00 p.m.

Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

727-258-4993

www.ufcfwbc.com

Wednesday Night Bible Study..........7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ................................ 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service ................11:00 a.m.

(727) 898-9407

WEdnESday

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

207 - 10th Street north
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Sunday

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

Freewill Baptist Church

10th street Church of God

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Pastor Clark Hazley, Sr.

Church School 9:30 a.m.
and Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Power hour of Prayer
Wednesday from noon to 1:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting / Bible Study
Wednesdays 7:00-8:30 p.m.
W.W.E. (Wednesday Worship Explosion)
Wednesday after the 1st Sunday monthly

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

United for Christ

NEW MT. OLIVE
PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone: 727-321-7375

JESuS MiSSionARy BAPTiST chuRch

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

oF

Church School: ........................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ...............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ...............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service:..........................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ..................................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: ..........................................6:30 p.m.

1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org

1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Worship
Sunday
Pastor Michael T. and
11:30 a.m.
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

REv. DR. WAynE G. ThoMPSon,
PASToR

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

“Helping and Healing”
“Praying and Praising”

Claude S. Williams,
Pastor

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Promote Your ChurCh!

Call for advertising rates today! 727-896-2922
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CHURCH NEWS
Friendship MBC
“The Ship – One Lord,
One Faith, One Baptism, One
Church.”
Friendship
Missionary
Baptist Church is a Family of
believers in Christ, reaching
out to the world, preaching the
gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by
demonstrating the Love of
Christ.
MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Oct. 15-17 — The Family
Life Bible Conference 2012:
Let’s Stay Together – “Submitting yourselves one to another
in the fear of God” – Ephesians
5:21, will be held nightly, starting at 6:45 p.m.
FLBC 2012 will be an empowering opportunity for parents, couples, prospective

parents, families, friends and
the community to come together to discover, share and
discuss challenges of The
Family.
The nightly topics are:
*Building a Covenant Relationship with Christ: The Married Couple
*If Loving You is Wrong
*The Gift of Giving: One
Church, One Child
*I-ROC: I Rely On Christ.
The Biblical based teachings from the facilitators and
keynote speakers will be laced
with God’s love for all to understand and enjoy. Come join
and explore with us God’s policies of The Family and be uplifted in His word. Dr. John A.
Evans, Sr., Pastor.
Have you found the key?

St. Mark MBC
If you’re looking for the key to
happiness or heaven, you’ll
find it through Jesus Christ.
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., and
Friendship welcomes you to
our open doors. Friendships’
Morning Services starts at
7:45 and 10:45. Sunday School
begins at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer still works for the
glory of God. Come join us
each Wednesday for Noonday
Bible Study or each Wednesday night at 7 as we study in
the Book of MARK, Dr. John
A. Evans, Sr., facilitator.
Friendship is located at
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg,
33712. Our telephone number:
727-906-8300. Don’t forget to
visit our website: www.fmbctheship.org.
God Bless You – The Ship!

Mt. Zion Progressive MBC
“Impact the world by equipping believers to reach the lost
with the gospel of Jesus Christ.”
Reverend Louis Murphy,
Sr. and the entire Mt Zion family extend an open invitation to
join us not only in Sunday worship, but also throughout the
week for various programs
and ministries.
Oct. 19 – Men’s Ministry
Movie Night - “Courageous” 6
p.m. in the Main Sanctuary.
One-80 Teen Ministry will
host “College Prep 101” Parents and Teens if college is in
your future please join College
Prep 101, held the 1st and 3rd
Tuesday’s of each month in
the Youth Fellowship Hall 6:30
– 7:30 p.m.
C.A.R.E. weekly Tuesday
night meetings have changed
to the 1st and 3rd Tuesday at
7. Join us at the CARE building. For more information
contact Min. Keith Murphy at
727- 289-6957.
Nov. 11 - The Girls Scouts

presents “Showcase Your Talent.” Come out and cheer on
our young ladies as they show
off their talent, from 5:30 – 8
p.m. in the Youth Chapel.
Entry forms are available in
the Ministry House. For more
information contact Lisa Davis
727-798-8909 or Rhonda Jackson 727-320-2700. Sponsored
by troops 1020 and 2233.
MPAC – Seeking experienced Saxophonist, Trumpet
and Trombone musicians for
the Main Sanctuary Choir.
Please inquire by calling the
church office.
Reading & Math Enhancement Tutorial Program –
Grades K – 9th will be offered
homework assistance, math,
reading, and vocabulary skills,
and much more. Applications
available at Mt Zion Human
Services. Or contact Ms.
Doris Newton at (727)8220443, ext. 301
Young Adults – Are you 18
– 35 years of age? A college

student home for the summer?
Then come join the Young
Adult Ministry every Tuesday,
from 7 – 8 p.m. in the Youth
Education Bldg.
New Members – If you
joined Mt. Zion, and have not
completed your Christian Basics, classes are held every
Monday at 6:30 p.m.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is
now social. Checkout the latest events, ministry news, and
more by following us on
FACEBOOK, TWITTER and
YOUTUBE. Visit our website
and let’s get connected today!
www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information
on any of these announcements, contact the church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church. 955
20th St. S., St. Petersburg Fla.
Phone: 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

ages. Sunday School starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30.
All are invited to come out
and join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members and the general public
are invited to come out study
the Bible with us, and learn
“What Baptist Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays and Thursdays.
Young Adult Ministry
every Monday from 6:30 p.m.
(Bible Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday
evening at 7.

United for Christ Freewill
Baptist Church
United for Christ Freewill Baptist Church
Invites you to our Prayer Breakfast on Saturday, Oct. 27, from 8:30 - 11 a.m. Our Keynote
Speaker will be Lady Marsha Tarver of St.
John Missionary Baptist Church, Clearwater.
For registration information please call 727744-3589.

Come one, come all!
United for Christ is sponsoring a trip to
Washington, D.C. July of 2013. All who are interested in traveling with us to Washington,
D.C, please contact Kadell Ford at 727-2584993 or 727-744-3589 for more information.

First Mt. Zion MBC
“The 12 Disciples”
You are cordially invited to attend a dynamic presentation of “The 12 Disciples” at
First Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday, Oct. 14. This service will take place at
4 p.m. and is featured as one of the final
phases of the upcoming Unity Day activities.

This promises to be a spirit filled evening
as 12 men of God from various churches in
the city, bring to life their version of walking
the journey with Christ.
First Mt. Zion is located at 1121, 22nd St.
S. where Reverend Wallace Elliott, Sr. is pastor.

BY PASTOR SHURREA DANIELS

BY PASTOR SARAH EDWARDS

Visible Voices Christian Community Association

Become the ‘change’
you want to see
The church must have balance in revelation and relevance. In many instances
these attitudes are at odd with
their parents and their grandparents. They have pervaded
and sometimes persuaded
those older and younger than
they.
Yet, we the people who
know better and want to make
the world a better place are still
asking others to change their
ways and how they perceive
things? To climb onto our
chariot and ride. Nah!
If you want to make the
world a better place than Join
Visible Voices Christian Community Association, and as
Michael Jackson so amply
stated, “take a look at yourself
and then make a change.”
Start with the person in the
mirror. Ask that person to
change their ways. Become
determined to become the
change that you want to see in
the world and you make it a
better place.
It’s time you realize that
there are some people who
have no home, not know
where their next meal is coming from, no family and not
even a penny in their pocket.
They have been oppressed
through no fault of their own.
It could really be anyone of us,
except for the grace and
mercy of God he gives to us
everyday (Lamentations 3:23).
So, why are you pretending
that these people are not
alone? (Matthew 25:42-45)
One thing we must never
forget to remember that the
oppressed and the oppressor
both need a Savior (Psalms
143:12). If you want to be used
by God, you cannot just willy-

Oct. 14 - St, Mark 81st Anniversary Celebration begins.
Theme: “Your Labor is Not in
Vain”, I Corinthians 15:58.
Friends and Family Fellowship Day (Christian Casual
Wear) Services begin with
10:45 a.m. service and conclude with food and festivities
on the church grounds after
morning services.
Oct. 17 - Anniversary
Guest Church - First Baptist
Institutional Church, Rev.
Wayne G. Thompson, Pastor.
Services held at 7 p.m.
Oct. 18 - Anniversary
Guest Church - New
Jerusalem M. B. Church. Rev
Troy Adams, Pastor. Services
held at 7 p.m.
Oct. 19 - Anniversary
Guest Church -New Mt. Olive
Primitive Baptist Church,
Rev. Cedrick Williams, Pastor
Oct. 21 - Anniversary Finale-10:45 a.m. Service Only
Oct. 24 - Church Outing –
Mt. Sinai
Sunday School held for
both children and adults of all

Pastor’s Corner

Pastor’s Corner

Historically, the United
States was conceived in controversy that brought forth a
revolution to bring about
change. Our constitution is
built on the premise that
change is normal and good.
We are the world’s oldest participatory democracy. Our political
process,
while
frustrating and flawed, is more
inclusive than any other system known in history. It was
birthed in a Judeo-Christian
worldview that values each
person as created in the image
of God.
Those who were born
after 1956, unbeknownst to
many of them, have a different
view of change than generations that came before them.
The rapid and profound
changes that have taken place
in this country during this time
seem to have always been, and
is, their “normal.”
The baby boomers practice diversity intuitively rather
than consciously. Most feel
people have a ‘right’ to such diversity. While this tolerance
does not mean they have no
firm convictions; but rather life
should be lived out in a cafeteria lifestyle with each individual choosing what their fringe
benefits would be while they
themselves are ‘intolerant’ of
anyone who does not agree
with them.
This mindset is also often
seen within the church. “I just
don’t believe that way” or
“That’s not what the Lord has
shown me” etc. Even if your
doctrine is correct, how is your
dogma? Is it just all about your
house which denotes a gang
mentality or is it about ‘us’ as in
the USA?

The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish
that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings
upon their lives. St. Mark is
grounded in a Christ-centered doctrine that has as its
central theme, a belief that we
are a haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering
for and thirsting after the enlightened word of God. At St.
Mark, we are Christians willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for His
awesome gift, His son Jesus
Christ.
Calendar for the Month of
October
Oct. 9-13 - South Florida
Progressive Baptist Association 97th Annual Session convening at St. John First
Institutional Church in Palmetto, FL; Rev. Fred Brown,
Pastor

nilly decide what and how you
will make the world a better
place. God has a plan and purpose. Therefore, you must be
willing to become His disciple.
Humans are the tools of
God’s power. We are God’s
precious commodity in the
earth. We have been made in
His image and His likeness.
God is a jealous God! The true
church or para-church organization is not a democracy, but
rather a theocracy.
We have been empowered
with all the gifts needed to be
naturally supernatural. After
all, we are the Body of Jesus
Christ, the LORD God; in
which Jesus is the Head, as defined in Scripture.
Yesterday’s Church keeps
hoping in the morning we will
somehow revolve back into
the Church of the 1940s and
1950s. It’s not going to happen
folks.
So I say to the true and living Church, wake, up, get up,
clean up, dress up (take off
that wedding dress) and go
out into your community as a
servant of the Captain of the
Hosts. The battle is not yours.
It’s been won at Calvary. Every
name that is named must obey
the name (authority) of Jesus
Christ.
God will never do anything
in the earth unless He first reveals it unto His prophets. Jeremiah 6:16 says: “Stand at the
point that cross in your life, examine yourself and see which
path you are on. Ask for the
best road the one our ancestors took; walk thereon and
you shall have peace and rest
for your soul. But some have
said, we shall not walk
therein.” Oh well!

Kingdom Restoration, Inc. Faith Based Outreach Ministry
A Ministry with a Vision

My Gift
In Romans 12:1, the Apostle Paul starts out talking to
the believer with a sense urgency saying, “I Beseech you
therefore, brethren, by the
mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto
God, which is your responsible service.”
Let’s examine this scripture a little closer. The Apostle
Paul asks the believer to do
something, what is it? The first
thing he asks of the believer is
that we present ourselves to
Christ.
What does this mean?
Present means to introduce
one person to another, or self
to Christ, also make a gift to,
and I give myself to you. What
then are we ask to present?
Our body, for we know that
our body is the temple of God;
this is the church or temple in
which God dwells, not a building made by man (1 Corinthians 3:16).
How then are we to present our bodies? A living sacrifice, which means it is not
dead, but alive, active, moving
and pulsating with life. When
we are dead to sin, we are

alive in Christ, our body is no
longer enslaved to walk after
the sinful nature, fulfilling the
lust and desires that is craves.
Our body is a holy gift to
God; which is now set apart
for the services of God. We
have come into the knowledge that Christ made the ultimate sacrifice so that we
might live, and because He is
Holy, our gift is Holy (excuse
me a moment, while I give
God praise, right here).
Sometimes we should just
take a moment to reflect back
over life and be reminded of
what we have truly been delivered from. I know that the
look back might be painful,
embarrassing, dreadful, but
go ahead and take a look. Let
the devil know we are no
longer a slave to this body, but
we have been bought with the
ultimate sacrifice, which is
Jesus Christ. Selah!
As a result, we present
our bodies as a living sacrifice;
we yield and introduce our
bodies as a temple, or as a gift
to God, alive not dead, vital
with life, holy, pure, not being
mindful of worldly things, but
having our mind renewed to

verify the reality of God in
Christ Jesus.
This means to bring forth
Christ in our lives to be seen
of all men. It is to bring a manifested certainty, a testimony
to the world of His indwelling
presence.
The Apostle Paul goes
even further to present to us
why our bodies are the best
gifts that we can offer to
Christ. Galatians 4:7 reads,
“Therefore you are no longer
a slave, but a son; and if a son,
then an heir through God.”
A better translation is:
“Now, that you have accepted
my Son, I (Jehovah) am able
to call you son, and with being
an heir you are now able to receive a great inheritance. So
then, do not entangle yourself
or become a slave to the
things of this world. The resolution is, “For God so loved
the world that he gave his one
and only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life,” because I (Alpha and Omega)
have given you my best Gift.
In return, present me with
your best gift.”
Peace and Blessings!

Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry
3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713

(727) 564-1389
Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/
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